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      Welcome to our early elementary program!

When children begin elementary school, they are ready for full involvement in the life of the church, and their participation is vitally important to all of us. 

 A combination of volunteer teachers and our professional childcare staff provide a warm, nurturing environment where children can grow in faith while enjoying interactions with their peers and adult leaders.  

Children are encouraged to attend worship services with their family, and they are welcome to exit during the 2nd hymn for Children’s Church in the Jones Building.  Sunday School meets during the 9:45 hour, and a children’s choir for 1st and 2nd graders, the Wesley Singers, meets immediately following at 10:45.  Childcare for church meetings and gatherings throughout the week can also be scheduled by prior arrangement. 

Volunteer Sunday School teachers provide a comforting, enriching experience for children. During transition periods, our professional childcare staff members supervise the children. The staff members, coordinated by Jeanette Gradney, receive annual training in infant/child safety, first aid and CPR and have many years of experience providing love and nurture for St. Paul’s children.  In addition, all staff members and volunteers in contact with children have completed the Safe Sanctuary training process which includes a background check. 

On weekdays, the classrooms are shared with St. Paul’s School, one of the first preschools in the nation to receive accreditation from NAEYC under the new rigorous standards.  Although the furniture is designed for slightly younger children, our rooms are safe and sparkling clean and well-suited for our Sunday activities. Children also enjoy a visit to the playground when the weather permits.  When a snack is served, it usually consists of cereals, crackers or fruits. Please notify us if your child has any dietary restrictions.  

Here’s the Sunday morning schedule for 1st grade children:

   8:30  Children in elementary school are encouraged to attend worship with their family, and they are 
 welcome to exit during the 2nd hymn for Children’s Church in J-106.  Children meet in the center 
 aisle to be escorted across the Plaza by staff members.  Children’s worship bulletins are available in 
 the narthex. 

   9:45
The Sunday School hour begins at 9:45 with a worship assembly, “Joyful Noise,” in J-106.  Parents 
must sign-in on the clipboard at the door and make sure your child has a nametag.  At about 10:10, 
children are escorted to their classroom, J-124 for a Bible-based story and activities.     

 10:45
When picking up your child from Sunday School, sign-out on the same form, either at the classroom 
door or near the entrance to the playground, depending upon the time of your departure.


Children who choose to participate in the Wesley Singers choir will line up after Sunday School and 
be escorted to the children’s choir room in the basement of the Sanctuary building by choir parents 
and staff.  Choir dismisses at 11:20, and if parents are in worship, children will be taken to the Jones 
Building for supervision by the childcare staff.

 11:05  Children who attend this service with their families are welcome to exit during the 2nd hymn for 
“Children’s Church” in the Jones Building (see details above for the 8:30 service). 

The Sunday School curriculum, Seasons of the Spirit, is based on the lectionary Bible passages read in worship; this allows the whole family to share a common experience each week.  During the worship services, children’s bulletins based on the gospel reading of the day are provided in the narthex.  
























(over)
You are invited to participate in parenting seminars, Kids Night Out, Musikgarten classes for children, or any other program at the church.  A number of our annual and seasonal celebrations are designed especially for elementary children and on many occasions, children assume the major leadership roles.  For adult gatherings, just let us know if you will need childcare.  Check the children’s newsletter and website (www.stpaulshouston.org) regularly for details about a variety of enriching opportunities.  

The church staff is happy to offer information on children in worship, getting involved at St. Paul’s, or other areas where we can be of help; contact Ellen Edwards, Director of Children’s Ministry, or any staff member.  We look forward to being a part of your family’s life and will enjoy the time we spend with your child as we all grow in faith together. 

